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THE EXPERIENCES OF AN EX-NAVY NURSE ON 
RECRUITING DUTY 

By Elizabeth Wells Neil, R.N. 
Des Moines, Iowa 

The telephone summons me. 

"Hello ! I want to make an appointment with you to see about 
getting into the Navy." 

"No, I am not registered in this state." 

"Oh, yes ! I graduated from a Chicago training school !" 

"No, I am not registered in Illinois either." 

"Well, I did not exactly graduate, but I can give letters from 
doctors saying I could not be a better nurse if I had taken six years' 
training." 

After giving evasive answers for a half hour it develops she 
had been refused admission to the Army Nurse Corps and the Red 
Cross and having been told she is not eligible for the Naval Nursing 
Service, the wires sizzled with her railings at the Government Service 
which discriminates against those of her kind. 

The women who are eligible for appointment in the Navy Nurse 
Corps are very elusive, and it is often necessary to pursue them for 
some time before an interview is obtained. 

The first question asked by a nurse, when approached on the 
subject of entering the Navy Service is, "Will I have to go on the bat- 
tleships?" When reassured on that point, she immediately thinks of 
hospital ships, and usually declares she "gets seasick if she even looks 
at a lake, and she cannot swim a stroke !" She thinks then the subject 
is closed. Out here in the middle west very few have heard of the 
big Naval base hospitals, situated in all the largest seaports, such as 
New York, Philadelphia, Boston, San Francisco, and Puget Sound. 
After a nurse is really convinced of the existence of these hospitals, 
she says she wants to go to France and "not to those out of the way 
places." One nurse, who is well informed on many subjects, told the 
writer very earnestly that more nurses would enter the navy if the 
Naval Base Hospitals were only in larger places ! 

Many nurses ask how they can get out of the service if they do 
not like it, and when told the Surgeon General will release them, for 
good and sufficient reasons, they frequently ask if a desire to get 
married would be considered a good reason. The girls at home find it 
so hard to get a true conception of the world in this fearful struggle. 
The thought of self and one's own comfort are uppermost in their 
minds. 
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Parents sometimes are responsible for nurses not offering their 
services. One girl said her mother was afraid she would be captured 
by the Germans and mistreated by them. Another mother told the 
ex-Navy nurse that she had only four daughters and could not spare 
one of them ! 

Ambition also deters the nurses. Many want to be appointed 
as Chief Nurses at once and are unwilling to serve as nurse ; nor can 
they understand why they should not be sent forthwith to the station 
of their choice. The eastern coast seems to be especially desirable 
to the mid-western girls. A common question is, "Can I get trans- 
ferred to another city whenever I wish?" and "Can I go into the Army 
if I do not like the Navy?" The fact that Uncle Sam is straining every 
nerve to transport troops and is forced to sell Liberty Bonds and 
Thrift Stamps to get money to pay the bills does not seem to curb 
the desire of the nurses for free Government transportation when 
ennui overtakes them. 

Other questions asked are: 

"Can I specialize?" "Do I have to specialize?" "What is the 
difference between Navy Nurse, Naval Reserve Nurse and Red Cross 
Nurse?" 

The privilege of the Insurance Act is explained to the nurse and 
when she finds she must pay a monthly sum, much smaller than in 
civil life, she usually asks : "Is a nurse compelled to take out the in- 
surance ?" 

Some nurses have good reasons for not entering the service, such 
as ill health, or dependent relatives, but in the majority of cases the 
excuses are absurd, as : "I am afraid of being seasick," "I wish to go 
to France," "I do not wish to go to France," "I am afraid of being sent 
to Russia," "I will wait until nurses are drafted," "The pay is too 
small," "I object to signing for the period of the war." 

All honor and glory to the nurses who have responded to their 
country's call, but more are needed. Many girls are volunteering who 
have had no training whatever but are earnest and sincere in their 
desire to serve. It is pitiful and disheartening to find these girls 
anxious to give their services while many of those best fitted and 
professionally trained for this loyal work are holding back, waiting 
for better pay or rank to be conferred on nurses. 



